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EVANGELISM OVERSEAS 


The report of a ccumission to the 1947 annual meeting 
of the 
Foreign Missious Conference of North America 
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The Commission was appointed to present a report on “Effective Evangelism 
its nature, scope and methods". In its study, it became’ clear that the nature 
and scope of effective evangelism among peoples profoundly ignorant. ofall the 
meaning of Christianity differ in many respects from evangelism amohg<people who 
have a considerable knowledge of Christianity but who have failed to commit 
themselves individually to God in Christ and to Christ's way of life. The time 
at its disposal before the annual meeting made it necessary, therefore, for the 
Commission to concentrate upon the nature and scope of evangelism overseas, with 
some broader questions of emphasis and strategy, and leave the study of methods 
to be provided for in other ways by the Conference, 


The Commission also has not felt it necessary to include in this report 
an elaborate statement of the special circumstances calling for more effective 
evangelism around the world at the present time, since other sessions of the 
annual meeting for which it was prepared dealt with the world of need in which we 
minister and its implications for the entire missionary program, Indeed, those 
sessions resulted in an overwhelming conviction on the part of those present that 
the work of evangelism overseas must be greatly strengthened and increased if the 
Christian church is to be truly Christian in these years of the world's agony. 


The Commission has tried rather to emphasize the eternal urgency of 
evangelism in the nature and will of God Himself, The God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ yearns for the response of His human children with all the suffering 
love which Jesus revealed on the cross, There is no greater urgency than this, 


Yet it would not be right to present any report on this subject without 
at least suggesting how urgent also is the need of the world of men at this 
crisis in human history. Multitudes have suffered the loss of their loved ones, 
homes and all their material possessions, Disordered economies grasp at every 
straw for salvation, The instinct for survival tends to take the place of all the 
hardwon ethical standards of the centuries, Men have lost faith in each other 
and in all religious teaching, In countries which have escaped the actual 
sufferings of war, self-love and insistence upon personal gain and comfort 
without regard to the welfare of others seem to be the prevailing moods, Crime 
and juvenile delinquency are reaching unprecedented proportions. Man has become 
possessed of the greatest destructive power in history and is fearful lest he 
use it to bring about the suicide of civilization, And there are actually more 
men, women, and children without Christ today than there have ever been before 
in the history of the world, Surely the world of men needs the salvation of God 
as it has rarely necded it before, 


This urgent need means also a reaching out for help, a now openness 
to all things that give promise of a better lifc, Old patterns are changing 
rapidly. Whole cultures are fluid as they have not been for centuries, In many 
areas, there is a strong fecling that now is the time to "attempt great things 
for God and expect great things from God," 
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So the will of God and the need of men alike challenge us to consider 
how Christian evangelism overscas may be made more relevant, vital and fruitful. 
This report is only a small answer to that challenge; but we hope that it may be 
the beginning of prolonged, intensive, prayerful study that shall discover God's 
will for tho foreign mission boards of North Amcrica in this day of the Lord, 


Under the conditions which have accompanied the work of the Commission, 
it has proved impossible to work through to complete agreement on every phrase 
and statement, The final form has necessarily been left to an editor. The 
mombers of the Commission whose names follow are in goncral agreement with the 
report as presented in this final form after discussion at the annual meeting of 
the Conference, 


Kenneth Scott Latourette, Chairman Elizabeth M, Lee 
Paul R, Abbott Henry C, McDowell 
Raymond A. Dudlcy Frank W. Price 
Mabel E, Emerson M, T, Rankin 
Margaret E. Forsyth | Hazel F, Shank 
Luther A. Gotwald Ruth Ure 

Charics W, Iglchart Josse R, Wilson 


Wynn C,. Fairficld, Secretary 
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' EVANGELISM ~ ITS. NATURE 


Evangclism is mants part in the unending proccss by which God works with 
and through His Son, Jesus Christ, and His disciples to bring men into that right 
relationship with Himself which is salvation. For the disciple, it is carrying 
God's saving message of life to all mcn everywhere, so long as there is any person 
who has not received it. 


The dynamic sources of cvangclism are thus alike the will of God and 
the purpose to share on the part of disciples of Jesus who have learncd in their 
own expericnce what such relationship mcans, The evangel is not simply good "nows", 
Both ctymologically and in reality, it is a good "message", The Christian is a 
messenger, an ambassador, charged by his Heavenly Fathcr with the responsibility 
for carrying to his fcllowmen the message which he himself has first roccived. | 
"God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses © 
against thom, and cntrusting to us the message of reconciliation. So we are 
a ie for Christ, God making his appeal through us." (Revised Standard 
Version 


The recognition of this simple truth is basic to a study of effective 
evangelism, for the effectiveness of any process is measured by the extent 
to which its objective is attained, and the cffcctiveness of a messonger is 
measured by his succcss in conveying the mossage of the sender. 


Since the objective of evangelism is to reconcile men to God, or in the 
phrasing which we have chosen, to bring them into right relations with God through 
Jesus Christ, it becomes clear that proclaiming the gospel, being witnesses, and 
making disciples of all nations, tcaching them to obscrve all that Christ 
commanded, are all parts of the total process of evangelism. — 
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That right relationship with God Jesus calls life, ctornal life, a new 
kind of life upon which the saved man enters and which makes him independent 
of the continuation of the physical life of the body, frecing him from spiritual 
death in sin and from the fcar of physical death and giving him courage to do God's 
will regardless of any physical consequences, That right relationship with God 
inseperably involves right relationships with one's fcllowmon, for Jesus combincs 
the two great commandments into an cssential unity. 


The process of bringing mon into right rclationship with God by carrying 
to them his message, has at least three phases: 


1+Deeds and words by which God through us can interpret His message of love and 


outreach | in such torms that the individual can and docs understand it and so 
begin to reach out to the Source from which tho messenger comes. 


A messenger who is to convoy effectively God's spirit and attitudes must 
be more than the bearer of a message external to himsclf, So far as in him lics 
and God gives him grace, he must incarnate the spirit of Jesus, must be so fillcd 
With God's spirit that every word and decd is a truc revelation of God and 
interprets God's other forms of revelation. Each of us is imperfect, None can 
do this in his ow strongth, "We have this treasure in carthen vessels, that the 
exceeding greatness of the power may be of God and not from oursclves,." This is 
all the more important in non-Christian communitios without any previous knowlcdge 
of Christianity. 


2-I[he climactic moment when the individual, understanding and accepting the message 
. which the messenger brings and interprets, consciously turns to God and begins 
the newsrclationship, 


This beginning of conscious fellowship with God, this ontcring upon tho 
privileges and obligations of sonship, this becoming a disciple, is the vital 
point in the process of cvangclism, It is conversion, Whether it comes as the 
quict fruition of a long process of devclopment and Christian nurture or is 
achicved as the result of the soul-shaking struggle, it is indispensable to 
effective ovangelism that there be such a conscious acccptance of God's love and 
a definite commitment to the doing of his will. 


3~[ho continuing process as the messenger and the fellowship of mossengors_ in tho 
church work together with God as He perfects that relationship. 


A man is a Christian when he nas become a disciple of Jesus and has committe: 
himself to the now life, even though he still has much to learn of the full 
meaning of the now relationship and still more to do to live the new life in all 
its implications; but God often still uscs His messengers to help interpret what 
the new life is and involves, The older disciple out of his own experience with 
God can often help the youngor disciple to hear and understand the voice of God 
as Eli did young Samucl, Responsibility for this brothcrly nurture is a vital 
part of the messengers! responsibility and of the process of cvangelism. 


The test of effective evangelism in the case of the individual with whom 
God is secking reconciliation is the extent to which it accomplishes God's purpose 
of bringing that man into right relationship with Himsclf and making him in turn 
a messenger, For the individual messenger of God, it is the cxtent to which God 
through him succceds in reconciling to Himsclf all persons to whom he is sont. 
For the Christian Church as a whole, cffective evangelism is mcasured by the cxtent 
to which it brings into such right relationship, out of death into life, tho wholoc 
population of the globe as it changes in composition from day to day and hour to 


hour with cach now death and cach now birth. So long as men continue to be born, 
the task 3s. truly unfinished; 
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Footnote: For purposes of comparison, three other definitions of evangelism are 
here quotcd: 


The Archbishop's Committce: "To evangelize is so to present Jcsus Christ in the 
power of the Holy Spirit that men shall come to put their trust in God through 
Him, to accept Him as their Saviour, and to serve Him as their King in the fcellow- 
ship of His Church." (Mott, op. cit. pas 31) 


Rt. Rov, P, Lindel Tsen: "To mc ovangelism is the task of presenting the whole 
Christian Gospel, by word and decd, to man and his socictywith a definite object 
of converting him to be a child of God, and his socicty into the Kingdom of 
Heaven." (Mott op, cit. p. 15) 


Soction on Evangolism, Federal Council of Churches, Columbus, March, 1946: "Tho 
presentation of the Good News of God in Jcsus Christ, so that men arc brought, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, to put their trust in God; acccpt Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour from the guilt and power of sin; and follow and serve Him 
as their Lord in the fellowship of the Church and in the vocations of the common 
Lifo," 


Il 
EVANGELISM A CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CHURCH UNIVERSAL 


Thus far, we have been trying to speak of cvangclism in universal tcrms 
that would apply cqually regardicss of numbcr and organizational patterns. It 
should be pointed out, however, that the problem with which the forcign missionary 
enterprise is particularly conccrned involves a specialized application of the 
gcneral principles we have tricd to establish, For the forcign missionary cntcr- 
prise includes not only individuals dealing with other individuals, but also great 
organizations of Christian individuals dealing with the population of the world 
as a whole. The corporate responsibility of the church univoral may well be 
greater than the sum of the responsibility of all its mombers, and assume aspects 
that are far more complex than where individual is dealing with individual, 


This is most strikingly scen in the fact that while for the individual 
messenger the process of cvangelism may be complctcd when he has brought the othor 
individual into right rclationship with God, including right rolationship with 
his fellownmen and the assumption of responsibility for becoming an effective mes- 
senger in his turn, tho Christian church never fecls that it has fulfilled its 
responsibility until it has established oa church which can take over its corporate 
responsibility for the continuation of the cvangcelistic proccss, 


Furthermore, that corporate responsibility is not fully taken over whon the 
younger church acccpts it in principle and to the cxtont of its ability, For, as 
the report of the Madras confercnce of the International Missionary Council points 
out, "It must not be supposed that the obligation of the older churches for 
evangelism is reduccd when one of the younger churches has accopted responsibility. 
The colossal task remaining in all parts of the world requizcs the utmost devotion 
by the whole body of Christians cverywhere. Representatives of the younger churches 
can by their witness revive and extend the spirit of cvangclism in the older 
churches." This contention is underlined by tho fact that in almost all countrics 
where forcign mission work is carricd on, although tho rato of growth of the 
Christian community is highor than tho rate of growth of the goncoral population, 
the immonsely greater numbers in the gonoral population mean that thoro are more 
non-Christians today than there were half a century ago, 
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Under these circumstances, the responsibility for cvangclism in every 
country rests upon the whole church of Christ cverywhcere, and not simply upon 
the cxisting church of that country regardless of its sizc, vitality or cvango- 
listic zeal, It is conccivable that cvoentually the time will come when there is 
established an cquilibrium of cvangclistic responsibility, when the resources of 
Christian cvangclism in India for instance are fully comparablco with those in 
England, and those in China or Angola or Brazil with those in Canada or the United 
States, Such an cquilibrium as between Great Britain and Amcrica has long beon 
reached; but oven when such a state has been reached, it nevor results in more 
than approximate cquilibrium, There follows a proccss of exchange of cvangclistic 
effort as when Moody helped in the evangelistic proccss in England and Drummond 
strengthened the work of evangelism among Amcrican students, 


Pending the achiovement of that approximate cquilibrium everywhere, the 
older and stronger churches will feel responsibility for strengthening and 
supplementing the evangelistic witness of the younger and numerically weaker 
churches in all appropriate ways. Undoubtedly it is truce in genoral that the most 
convincing witness to Christ is borne by men and women who have the most in common 
with those whom they seck to evangelize. Yet in a world so small and with such 
means of communication as are now available, it sccms obvious that the ccumenical 
Christian witness in relicf, for instancc, cannot be interpretcd adequately by 
what a matcrially impoverished church likc that in India is able to do to relicve 
the sufferings of its ncighbors, On the other hand, the relicf services recently 
rendered in Siam by Church World Service, the agont of relicf and reconstruction 
for some twenty American churches, creatcd an appreciation of Christianity which 
made it more casily possible for Christian Siamcso to speak their message. 


IIt 
TEAM WORK IN EVANGELISM 


The cvangelistic process may be and ofton is a team proccss in which there 
are diversitics of gifts, but the same spirit, 


A doctor filled with the spirit of Christ may be comparatively inarticulate 
in conveying the meaning of his Christian exporicnce in words, but his spirit of 
‘Christlike devotion to the welfare of his pationts may well be the ocecssion for an 
inquiry to which a more articulate missionary may give the convincing answer. 

The same thing may be truc of a relicf worker who cannot spoak the language. It 
is highly desirable that cvery member of the missionary team be an articulate 
interpreter of the message fron God; but it is essential and therefore morc 
important, that all membcors of the tcam have a real, vital, radiant Christian 
spirit and motivation whatevor part in the total process cach may play. 


Even more is this truc in the whole interdependent process of cvangclism 
by Christian nationals and missionarics of another race and nationality, Somctines 
it is the unsclfish service of the missionary that attracts the non-Christian to 
make inquirics about his religion, and the intorpretation by a national Christian 
that leads to conviction and conversion, At other times, it is tho daily living 
of a Christian family that cxcitces intcrest and attention, but the intcrpretation 
of the bettcr-taught pastor or missionary that opens the wey for a personal comnit- 
ment to God in Christ. 


Perhaps as a rule, the most cffective witness is borne by laymen and lay- 
wonen by their living of the Christian life and by thcir attcmpts to explain in 
non-technical language what Christ mcans in thoir lives, Likewise as a rule, 
persons with similar expericnce and background can speak most cffectively to 
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each other about things of the spirit; but there is no fixcd formula and often a 
Christ-fillcd layman like Moody by his intcgrity of spirit and his grasp of 
spiritual realitics can change the lives of men and women with far more formal 
education and sophistication whom Christian associates with similar background 
had failed to change, 


God works through a great varicty of messengers: of radiant Christian 

iving, but inarticulate; radiant ond inarticulate, but theoclogically illiterate; 
radiant, articuiate, litorate and cager to communicate; hishiy trained 
theologically, but hesitant in witness because of conscicntions questionings that 
never perpicx nost Christians; members of one's family; entire strangers ond 
"forcigners"; the wise and the foolish - "to cach is given tho uanifestation of 
the Spirit for the common good....s+esseeAll these are inspired by one and the 
seme Spirit, who apportions to cach one individually as he wills." (Revised 
Standard Version) The important thing is that cach Christian messenger should be 
concerned for the salvation of others, use to the full the talents and abilitics 
which he possesses or can inspire, and be open always to tho leading of that 
Spirit to take his part in the team work, 


IV 
EVANGELISM AND MINISTRY TO THE NEEDS OF MEN 


There has been a good deal of confusion concerning the function of ministry 
to the physical, social and intcllcctual necds of men in the whole process of 
evangelism, Some have insistod that such ministrics had a place in the progran 
of forcign missions only as they served as = means of evangelism, Othors have 
contended that such ministrics cvon without spoken or writton interpretation are 
a form of evangelism, And others havo insistcd that such ministrics not only 
have no place in the evangelistic process, but even serve to obscure and hinder 
the cssential work of evangclisn, 


These points of view arc illustrated by the following quotations fron 
Dr. John R, Mott's volume "Evangelism for the World Today"¢ 


Bishop William J. Thompson (page 52)-"Preaching, then is a method of evangelisn, 
but not the onlyreans, All the various activitics of missionary and Christian 
work, such as hospitals, schools, clubs, otc, may be and should be used with the 
evangelistic spirit. Evangelism is an attitude of mind or spirit rathor than any 
specific activity. An individual is cngaged in evangelism, whatcver he may be 
doing, provided he is secking through it to bring mon to Carist or Christ to men," 


Miss Alico V. Van Doren (page 35)-"Evongclism includos oll attompts to make the 
message of Christ known through the spokon end writton word; through activitics 
which are serviceable to individuals or communities; and through the quality of 
lifc scen in Christ's followcrs...,If done as an expression of the love Christ, 
all of these are intogrel parts of evangolisn." 


Dr._Johannes Warnock (pp, 54-55)-"Evangolism is, theroforc, not merely an onlighton- 
nent....It is not our task to make carthly living conditions more favorable....Tho 
mission has no social mission, Social uplift is necorading to our experiocnee not a 
good proparation for the Gospel, Tho danger of scculnrisn is just as dangerous for 
the ambassadors as it is for the people who may want the bicssings of Christianity 
without the necessary content....From God's Word everything will be forthcoming to 
light up the world and to make things now: people's habits, morals, daily lfc, 
marriage, children's cducation ete, But first of 211 comes the renewing of the 
heart, peace with God, then automatically the bettcring of the conditions of 

our follow men. Theo young churches of today sro in danger, in that thoy want to put 
the cart before the horse," 
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It may holp our thinking soncwhat if we consider what would be the position 
if every one in the world were a vital Christian and if thero still were ignorance, 
poverty, social maladjustment and disease in certain arcas (not necessarily a 
contradiction in tiorns). Under such circumstances, it would still bo tho duty of 
more favored followers of the Mastcr to do everything possible to remedy these 
conditions, When our Mastcr saw discase Ho usually folt an inward compulsion to 
heal it, and while He resisted temptation to give Hinself exclusively to relicf 
of physical suffering, the hungry miltitude on the shore of Gelileo stirred Hin to 
find means to feed them, So the Christ-cnlightened conscience would still feci 
the duty of sharing one's advantages in ministry after the pattcrn of the good 
Samaritan, and even in preventive activities not explicitly involved in tho 
teaching of that parable. In other words, ministry in the spirit of Jesus to thoso 
less fortunate than ourselves is an integral part of the Christian lifo and of 
Christian duty and privilege in its own right even without refcrenece to its bearing 
upon the evangelistic process. 


Yet since this ninistry is in itsclf an expression of the love of God at 
work in the world, it also inevitably is 2 part of the procoss of evangelism which 
is incomplete until right relations with God Himself have been ocstablishcd, 


To complete our physical and intcllectual ministry with our spiritual 
ministry is to onrich our giving by offcring tho best gift of all; and no 
missionary can be satisfied with o ministry to a part of the nocds of men which 
does not recognize and in its proper scason minister to the deepest and greatest 
need of all--the necd for God Himsclf, Tho missionary mst keep very closo to God 
to learn when God's time for speaking has conc, 


This interdependence of service which mocts the highest standards of 
professional integrity and skill and of the powcr of God unto salvation working 
in and through that service is wcll omphasized by Principal A, C. Hoge(Madras 
Report, Volume IV, pp. 126-129) where he urges that the forcign missionary 
organization has to exhibit the Christian life in operation before there can be 
much effective preaching~-to cxhibit it in operation upon the particular interests 
and endeavors which make up the lives of tho people emong whom the missionary had 
cast in his lot.,.. There will be no reverent regard if acquaintance leaves then 
with a suspicion that he gives himsclf to honling or to cducating (objectives which 
they understand) only for the sake of winning converts (an objective which they do 
not understand and can only miscontfue as prosclytisn), No, they mst sec hin 
throwing hinself, with a zcal that is manifestly disinterested, into the fight 
against discnse ond pain, or into the struggle to banish ignoranco end ond the 
wastage of intclicctual and moral potentialitics, And as they watch hin, they 
must be making the discovery that amid all tho trials and vicissitudcos attending 
upon such an cndeavor, he maintains e scronity ond courage and cnthusiasm and charity 
the secret of which they fain would learn, Thon, perhaps it may come to pass that 
the Hindu will give rocoptive heed to the words of a2 foreign preacher of a forcign 
religion....Tho primary business of the missionary college, then is to live the 
Christian faith in its application to the enterprise of university teaching and 
study pursucd for its own sake, Only if tho latter enterprise is pursucd for its 
own sake, as an adequate proximate objective, can the cducational missionary's 
ultimate objective come by his own hand," 


Similarly, Dr, H, G, Anderson, in the October, 1946, issuc of C.M.S. Outlook, 
speaks of the meaning of "medical evangelisn": "Obviously, it is not just word- 
evangelism, The gospol address given in tho out-pationt department, the simple 
ward service, those may both be evengelistic, but not necossarily medical evangelisn, 
even if the leader be a doctor or a nurse, Ideally that samo doctor or nurse would 
have been a medical evangelist right through a busy day, and not just a busy doctor 
or nurse for most of the say and an ovangelist for tho other part...What gives sone 
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of thom (medical missionarics) their tremendous influence is not the enormous 

number of operations performed, of out-paticnts attonded to, of nursing proccdures 
carricd through, of wounds dressed, but rather the loving-kindness which, Decause 
evory sufforer is a fcllow-suffcrer in Christ, makes their actions more of a loving 
sacranent than a routine,..The beginning of a new and botter position for living 

are capturing the loyalty of our genornation, and wo who are Christians know that 
fundanentally that pattern must be linked up to oternal life." Thon, after 
suggesting ways in which the medical missionary is going beyond dealing with the 
immediate routine necessities out into the ficld of preventive medicinc, Dr. Anderson 
concludes: "All these things, concerned with going that sccond mile, and contribut-- 
ing therefore to the wholeness of man, say somcthing about the love of God boyond 
the mere utterenee of words. When backed up by even the giving of a cup of water 

in the name of Christ, medical evangelism stands out as one of the highways of 

the Spirit." 


Dr, Charlies R, Erdman rightly points out that: "The mistake is often made 
of supposing that the work of evangelism is boing advanced by institutions which 
nave ecased to be offoctive in making know the Gospel message." (Mott.op. cit, p.93, 
This danger that the salt shall lose its savor in the multitudinous preoccupations 
of institutional or administrative responsibilitics is very real and necds 
constantly t be guarded sgainst. Too often the truly Christian motivation has toon 
obscured and the teachcr has become no different from any non-Christian professor. 


On the other hand, "service" programs not connected with missions have won 
support from some people in our churches who have a fecling that it is more truly 
Christian to provide "disinterested servico" than it is to carry on missionary work, 
Thoy fccl that ovangolism (which they rightly regard as central in the missionary 
enterprise) is basically a desire to impose “our roligion and extend its influence 
because it is ours, to "win the world for Christianity" beenuse wo are Christians. 
Tney therefore distrust evangelism and label it "proselytism"* because evangelists 
scon to them to be trying to get something for themsclves rather than to be sharing 
with needy people something which thoy really need, 


There is cnough reality in such uncasinoss over certain aspects of nornal 
mission work end the temptations to which it is exposed to make it advisable to keep 
constantly on the qui vive to be sure we are in tho spirit of Christ. Yet the truc 
mnissionary,whatever his form of service, joins in singing: 


"Christ for the world wo sing; 

The world to Christ we bring, 
With loving z2cal; 

The poor and them that mourn, 

The faint end cvcor-borne, 

Sin-sick and sorrow worn, 

Whon Christ doth heal," 


For hin it is not a question of “cithcr,..,or", His joyful priviloge is to place at 
the disposal of the world's necdy both his gift of professional service and that 
best gift without which the other has only limited and temporary value - fellowship 
with God through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 


*Principal Hogg defines prosclytism in the following sontcnecs: “In its worst forn, 
prosclytism is the cffort to get men to join our party because it is ours. In its 
best form, it is an offort to got men to join our party because wo oursclves beliove 
it to be the right party. Evangelism, on the othor hand, is the effort to bring mon 
to the fect of our Divine Mastor, loaving it to Him to tell whether to join our 
party or some other party, or no party at all," 


Gin 
V 
IS BROAD STRATEGY POSSIBLE IN EVANGELISM OVERSEAS? 


As has already been pointed out, the missionary enterprise is the cffort 
of the whole church of Christ to carry God's message of life to all men, cveryvhoere,. 
Now when we think of the church rathcr than the individual as the ambassador of 
God, the possible strategics in cvangelism become rather more varied then those 
open to 2 single individual, The tcanwork within an organization makes it possible 
to coneentrate spiritual resources upon larger objectives than the individual. 
Is it more cffective to do so? 


A 
EVANGELISM THROUGH GROUPS 


One possibility in major strategy ncecds thorough investigation and 
appraisal in the light of several goencrations of experience. This is the policy 
of directing the cfforts of the missionary enterprise toward the conversion of a 
community or group as a whole rather than toward the conversion of individuals 
out of the group without eny reference to a change in the attitude of the group 
2s a whole = bo it family, village, tribe or nation, A considerable litcrature 
exists in this ficld, dealing with both the carlicr oxpansion of Christianity 
end expericnees of the modern missionary period. A bibliographyprepearcd by Dr. L. 
S, Albright is attached to this report, 


In the first two chaptcrs of Volume IV of the Madras Scrics, Dr. Kenneth 
S. Latourcttc summarizes the characteristics of almost two millconnia of Christian 
ovangelisn as thoy are brought out in fuller detail in his "History of the 
Expansion of Christianity", Ho points out thet after the first three Christian 
conturics leading up to the mass transfer of allegiance to Christianity under 
Constantine, the spread of Christianity throughout Europe and into some parts 
of Asia and Africa was duc to large-scale changes, "Conversion was almost 
entirely by communitics, The prince usually lcd the way and his people followed," 
Commenting on this dcvclopnent, Dr. Latourette says: 


"It must be apparent that wherever through the ccnturics permanent 
Christian commnitics of any size arose, sooner or later there had been a decision 
by a group to accept the faith, Often this had beon preceded by the conversion 
of individuals, but cventually, to achiove more than an cphomeral hold, the large 
majority of the community had to be won, To persist, Christianity had to conforn 
to what hed been a traditional charactcristic of major rcligions and become the 
official faith of the group. More often than not,it owed its triumph to the 
assistance of sccular rulers and to the use of force," 


He gocs on, howover, to point out that "in all these missions there were 
not only community decisions and the aid of sccular rulcrs, but also devoted 
mnissionarics,...,Hundreds of thom had entered into a rich Christian oxpericnce 
which proved contagious, We need also to reeall that out of the descendants of 
these mass converts cance sooner or lator a large proportion of our greatest 
Christians and of our outstanding cvangelists--a Boniface, a Bernard of Clairvaux, 
a Francis of Assisi, a Wycliffo, . Luther, a Wesley and a Moody, Most of thosc 
who read this trace their physical and spiritual descent from converts made in 
these,to us, dubious fashions, Somewhcre back in the lincago of all the strongest 
Christian churches of today is a mass movenent stage and the assistance of secular 
rulers who acted from motives which only partly and sometimes not at all conformed 
to New Tostament standards," 


Be fa 


Largely in contrast, Dr. Latourctte in his second chapter points out that 
the Protestant missionary movenent of the past two ccenturics, under the influcnce 
of the Reformation end post-Reformation "reaction of a doveloping Christicn 
conscience against tho laxity of cxisting practice" within the church, had strossed 
"on individual, conscious experience of the now birth" as a prercquisite for tho 
baptism of pagans and then notes; 


"Interwoven with this last characteristic are two other phenonena: 
the reduced frequency of mass conversions and the small porcontage of professed. 
Christians in most of the lands to which Protcstant missionarics have gonc, 

Some mass conversions there have beon--anong the outcastes and the prinitive 
tribes of India, among hill folks of Burma, in the islands of the Pacific and 
anong African peoples. It must be noted that these have beon nostly among tribes 
of prinitive culture and animistic belicfs, They heave been rare anong peoples 

of a high level of civilization and of adveneed religious systeons," 


Dr, Latourctte then traccs these two phenomena mainly to four causcs: 


(1) "The resistance which an advanced culture and its associated roligion or 

religions nearly always offer to tho propagation of an alien faith, Only 
when, as in the ninctcenth century, the culture is undermined by other than 
religious causes, docs a faith from outside have much mportunity," 
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itsclf discoursges ness conversions--for the applicants from these movements arc, 
at least theorcticelly, cxartined one by one and accepted or rejected as individus?:, 


(3) "The Protestant omphasis upon individual conversions, As a rule, Protestants 
ave not sought to bring over the natural social unit--the family or the tribco-- 


although sone Protestant missionary statcsimen heave sought to win a nation by first 
reaching its natural leadcrs....As a rule, Protcstant missionaries have dircctcd 
their attention to the individual and heave torn hin from his native environnent 
and transferred hin to tho Christian cormunity....For many of these individual 
converts, thus deracinated, the adjustment has been most difficult," 


In his article "Group Conversion" (Religion and Life, Auturm 1942), 
Dr. A, L. Warnshuis argues that conversion by groups is the natural and noccssary 
plan when the ain is to supplant one religion by another, Cormenting upon the 
facts reported by Dr, Latourcttc, Dr, Warnshuis states: "As we read this history, 
these mass conversions, judged from their cffcect upon individuals or on one or two 
generations, seen often to have been tragic failures, but judged from the 
influcnee upon the community they were nothing less than the conversion of Europe. 
Repudinting the use of force and relying upon the persuasive influence of teaching 
and example, we should recognize the fact that it is by the conversion of 
cormunitics thet religion is propagated across the boundary lines of races and 
cultures, The conversion of a group may not immedicntcly mean much in the achicve- 
ment of a Christian way of lifc, but it docs moan that the group or community 
has turned toward the way, and the direction of its purpose is sot toward a 
Christian goal," 


By way of illustration, Dr, Warnshuis cites the expcericnee of Dutch 
missionarics in contral Celebes: "The two Dutch missionnrics, who began thoir 
work there in 1890, sought first of all to learn the customs. of the people and 
to becone identificd with thom in thought and speech, Thoy rofused to baptize 
individual converts and resolutcly waited until the people were ready to come as 
famnilics and as village groups, After cightcen years of ground work they 
baptized the first group of 180, snd thus prepercd the way for other groups, who 
cane not in groat masses but as sociological units acting upon their own 
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convictions, Today the Christian Church anong these rather prinitive people 
numbers more than 45,000, and - if missionary work can procced normally - the tine 
is not far distant when the whole population of central Cclcbes will be 
Christianized, These people are making the trensition to Christianity without 
any cataclysmic break with their past, Christicnity in no sense has destroyea 
their culture, but has served to purify, to enrich and to preserve it," 


Dealing with the rclation of the conversion of individuals to such group 
moverients, Dr, Warnshuis gocs on to say: "To a large oxtent, all religious worx 
is with individuals, In froup conversion, the individual is still as inportant 
as ever, Groups are influonced through individuals, The nistake occurs when tho 
objective is only the individual who is separated from the group, Instead of 
seperating him from the group, the individual should lead the way into the group. 
The fact cannot be questioned that many noble examples of strong Christian faith 
and of devoted living have been produced by work for scparate individuals. This is 
especially truce of converts directly from other religions, The tragic story 
of the third and fourth goncration of children of such converts is not often 
told....0n the whole, the record of individual converts shows no higher level or 
achicvenent in charactcr than of those who came as groups. In a group movencnt, 
the individuals aid cach other in growing in prace nnd knowledge, The Church 
in the New Testament epistics is a brotherhood," 


These statements and arguments raise the question whether evengelisn 

may not be more fruitful and spiritually just as sound when whole groups are turned 
toward Christianity and their new group attitude is guided and nurtured into depth 
and fullness of Christian faith and life. Qucstion may cqually well be raiscd 

as to the stage at which formal baptism should be administered, and whether a 
positive but less conclusive step to mark commitnent toward the Christian way 

and the beginning of the eatcchunenate night not woll be the universal practicc, 

to be followed by baptism when intclligent individusel conversion has occurred, 


If on further study it appears that group conversion with these safeguards 
is a sound way of hastoning the spread of genuine Christian feith and life in the 
carth, there should then be scrious consideration of arcas and communitics where 
such community movenents should be encouraged, Two possibilitics may be suggested 
for such consideration: 


1. It would appear that where Christianity has been presented to peoples with 
prinitive, eninistic religions (often in combination with 2 more highly developed 
civilization) like the Germanic peoples of Northern Europe, or the simple 
civilizations of the Pacific Islands, the most effective evangelism has taken the 
form of roaching the rulers, sccuring their adherence and the resultant adherence 
of their people, thus procuring an attitude favorable toward the reception of 
Christian teaching, and then giving this rudincntary Christianity depth and content 
by the devoted work of teaching nissioncrics, 


Would this not scom to indicate that at the present timc, there -ehould 
be a major emphasis upon pagan (non-Moslom) Africa and upon missions among other 
prinitive peoples with a view to converting the leaders of groups and establishing 
a Christian mind-set of the groups before the "acids of modernity" and sccularisn 
undermine the traditional social pattern and also build up a modern psucdo-culture 
which will be much harder to influence? 


2. At almost tho other oxtreme of cultural devolopnent is postwar Japan, In 
general, the major problem facing mission strategy is that the nations and races 
which are most numerous and whose conversion would pley the largest part in the 
ultinate salvation of the world belong to the class of pcoples with highly 
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developed cultures and religions of their own, among whom organized Christianity 
has so far made comparatively little nuncrical progress, In fact, duc to the 
enormous population increascs of the past century, there are far more non- 
Christians anong them than there were when the modern Protestant missionary mcevo- 
nent started. Japan is such a. nation, in which all professing Christians,- 
Protestant, Roman Catholic end Enstern Orthodox combined,=- comprise less than nit 
of one’ por cent of the population, though the group favorably inclined toward 
Christianity is somewhat larger, 


At this point, wo should take note of the fact of what Dr, Latourctte calls 
“nass modification"; "Millions have accepted cthical and social ideas which 
historically have been associated with Christianity or hnve been reinformed in such 
of their inherited ideals os correspond with Christian standards, For this 'nass 
modification! of much of Asia, Christian nissions are not wholly responsible.... 
fnny of the denominational ageneics would have declared that such a permeation 
of whole peoples with Christien ideals was outside their purpose, Yot practicaliy 
all have engaged in the production and distribution of litcrature and in the 
support of schools and hospitels, The most conscrvative have aided in famine 
relicf.......-..Christian schools are anong the most potent of lcavening influcnces, 
It is through schools that women missionarics have been particularly active. Not 
always consciously, but no less effectively, most of the methods cmployed by mission. 
have made for this partial transformation of whole cultures..... At the present 
monent, it is the most striking and widespread fruit of ninoetecnth-century missions, 
and especially of Protestant missions. In its extent, it is unique in the history 
of Christianity. For magnitude it has no parallel in the record of any religion 
or of any sct of ideas, It is approached only by the influcnece of Buddhism in 
China and by the percolation of scientific attitudes, of democracy and perhaps of 
Marxisn through the modern world, "** 


**This report has drawn heavily in this section on the writings of its chairnan 
as the most comprehensive summary in short compass of the expericnee of the 
ecnturics in this mattor of the extension of cvangelism beyond the one=-by-one 

' additions which are characteristic of nost Protestant mission work oversoas 

today. Additional illumination is thrown on the subject by Dr. James Thayor 

Addison's "The Modioval ilissionary"; by Bishop J. Waskom Pickett's report: 

"Christion Mass Mavenents in India"; and by verious writings dealing with 

group Novericnts toward Christianity anong prinitive pooples, 
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Japan is a nation whore traditionally the attitude of the rulers has 
played a dominant part in social and religious change, end where mass nodification 
of goncral attitudes has gone as far at least as in any non-Christian community. 
The traditional cultural pattern has recently been shaken"by other than religious 
causes", with a resulting widespread recognition that now pattorns must be adopted 
if national life is to be rebuilt with hopo for the pernencnt welfare of its people. 
Thore is ovidence that the inporinl family is interested in learning more about 
Christianity. The whole situation seems to be ripe for a turning toward Christianity 
in overwhelming numbers if such a movement is stimulated and encouraged by the 
Christian church, Furthermore, while there is much undernourishment and also need 
for spiritual reinvigoration, there is here proportionately the largest group of 
well-trained national pastors, Bible women and lay workers in the whole non- 
Christian world; and a considerable number of former missionaries who could be 
marshaled to serve with their Japanese colleagues in a teaching ministry in 
connection with the three-year evangelistic campaign already inaugurated by the 
ehurch, Christian men who have received thorough training in the Japanese language 
while in the armed services might well be recruited and given special training for 
this service, In exceptional cases, the normal rules of retirement might be 
suspended, so that the maximum number of deeply spiritual and fully qualified 
Christian workers might be available to take part in winning the instructing 
catechumens, Such a movement should be interdenominational just as far as possible 
in order to emphasize the essential unity of the Christian message and to make each» 
participant, Japanese or foreign, fully effective by avoiding duplication of 
effort, 
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CHRISTIANIZING MASS iODIFICATION 


It would be a mistake to think of the widespread mass modification as 
equivalent to evangelization, It is, however, an important part of the first 
phase of evangelism, leading individuals to understand God's message in differing 
degrees as a prerequisite to responding to it, It may be that the millions affected 
by it are far nearer to being Christians than the baptized mass converts of early 
church history, and even approximate the readiness of unchurched people in so-called 
Christian countries for a straightforward, earnest, persuasive appeal to commit 3 
themselves to Christ as Lord and Savior, and so to begin the Christian life, 
Among this group there are many families where one parent is a Christian even 
though the other is not, There are hundreds of thousands of graduates and former 
students in Christian schools and colleges who have drifted away from all things 
Christian, especially in the great cities, Many of these are in places of national 
and social leadership where their influence would be strongly felt, 


The time seems ripe in many countrics in these days of spiritual uneasiness 
and frustration to make a special effort to reach this large group with woll-planned 
cvangelistic campaigns, especially featuring the visitation type of evangelism 
by laymen and laywomen among their natural social groups, including particularly 
fellow-alumni of Christian schools, -This may involve the complete reoricntation 
of existing church life, or even the cstablishment of new church groups for the 
express purpose of creating a congenial Christian fellowship into which those 
persuaded may enter, It will means also the fullest cooperation between Christian 
schools and colleges and such ovangelistic efforts, to sec that as graduates leave 
school life they are put immediatoly in touch with the right sort of church life, 


The constituency of such churches in many citics will be not only graduates 
from Christian schools in non-metropolitan centcrs, but also graduates and former 
students of Christian schools in the great citics, often drawn from smaller centers, 
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Suburban and other residential areas for the cducated middle class groups provide 
a particularly fertile ficld for leading individuals and groups on from mass 
modification to genuine conversion, Christian strategy demands that a ministry 
able to command respect and to lead people with this background to Christ be 
provided for such areas, It is also of great importance that there be a strong 
emphasis upon the church life as that of a community of boliovers, which through 
its followship can help to give a sense of sccurity and also maintain high cthical 
standards for recent arrivals in the city. 


Such an emphasis on progressing from mass modification to Christian 
experience would call for the continuation and strengthening of every picce of 
Christian educational work in existence, with greatly increased effectiveness 
through building up Christ-filled faculties. It also challenges the theory 
that cducation under Christian auspices is justifiable only when a large 
proportion of the students go into professional Christian work, Probably a far 
more important contribution to the evangclistic process by cffective Christian 
education is the winning and training of lay Christian leadcrship, 


c 
RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF RURAL CHURCHES 


There is often a fecoling that the evangelization of rural arcas or groups 
is less important than the reaching of the populations of the citics, which sccm 
to be more influential in the national lifc than the country, There is even at 
times a feeling of frustration when the church in a given country is thought of 
as predominantly rural, of a low cconomic standard and unable to support a highly 
trained ministry, On the other hand, when this is the result of a program of 
evangelistic work, it must be recognized that an important roason is the often 
greater sophistication of urban populations which makes them susceptible to a 
wide varicty of impressions from new ideas and a quick but gencrally superficial 
response, but disinclincs them to give scrious attention to a matter like religion 
and its basic demands, 


Where normal processes of education are in operation in the countrics of the 
younger churches as well as in those of the older churches, there is a flow of 
youth from the country to the city, without a reciprocal flow from the city back 
into the country cxccpt in terms of financial contributions, Studies of city 
churches in the United States have revealed that men and women born and converted 
in the country are to a vory large cxtont the backbone of city churches; and that 
city churches often fail to reproduce themsclves, to say nothing of cxpanding 
among the native city population, cf, The Rural Family and Its Significanco to 
Organized Religion by 0. BE, Bakcer--Christian Rural Fellowship Bulletin No, 43, 
June 1939. In gencral in mission arcas the investmont of a rural family in 
education above primary school for any child is made with tho cxpectation of that 
education's being cconomically profitable to the family in terms of cash not 
obtainable from agriculture, Christian cducation like secular cducation tends to 
drain away the more promising and able young people from the country and send thom 
to larger towns and citics where more romuncrative occupations are available, 


From the point of vicw of the rural community and the rural church, this 
movement scoms regrettable and to be discouraged by every possible means, cspecially 
by developing rural schools that will tend to center the intorest of their students 
and graduates in tho country and build thoir strength into it instoad of into the 
morc cconomically profitable urban center, To the cxtecnt that this is cffective, 
it is highly desirable, and the cffort to develop the right type of schools should 
be persisted in, It is doubtful, however, for the cconomic reason given in the 
preceeding paragraph, whcthcr this movement can expect large success with studcnts 
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whose familics have made the investment of permitting a child to remain in school 
for more than four (or at most six) yoars. 


The implication for Christian evangelistic strategy would socom to bo far 
greater and more intclligont omphasis than is being placed at present on ocffective 
evangelism in rural arcas whore in most countrics a quicker pormanont response can 
be sccurcd than in the citics, both bocause the population of most non-Christian 
arcas 1s overwhelmingly rural and because a national church with its roots firmly 
planted in the villages is constantly roinforcing the Christian forces in the cities, 


Recognizing the need of the cities for such constant reinforcement, the 
Christian movement should provide Christian education for boys and girls from these 
rural Christian homes (and for others who may be influenced for the Christian way 
of life while in school) with the definite expectation that a large proportion of 
them will find their way eventually to larger towns or cities and if properly 
followed up, will strengthen the Christian witness there, 


Reciprocally, the urban churches must be kept conscious of the necessity 
of sound rural church life for their own growth and development, as well as of the 
debt they owe to those rural churches from which so many of their members come, 
and in appropriate ways contribute to the Christian life of the villages, so that 
there may be a continuing circulation of Christian vitality throughout the area, 


D 
RESEARCH IN EVANGELISM 


Since evangelism is the central concern of the Christian mission, it 
deserves and must have the finest preparation of those who are to be sent as 
apostles, either within their own countries or from one country to another, Too 
few even among national Christians of the second and third generations know the 
religious thought-forms of their non-Christian associates, and the number among 
the apostles coming from other countries is still smaller, It is one thing to 
speak the language and to use words which have acquired Christian connotations 
for the Christian community, It is quite another thing to speak the language of 
the mind and heart of one who has never known Christ, and one which in our haste 
to fulfill our mission we all too often neglect, so that the message is either hot 
understood or misunderstood or understood only imperfectly, 


At least, there should be laboratory courses in personak evangelism in all 
training schools for missionaries, so that while they are still among people whose 
thought-forms are similar, they may learn to apply in practice what the ripest 
wisdom of the Christian centuries suggests as the conditions and techniques for 
effective presentation of the message from God, If these can take the form of a 
seminar in which there is a constant search for the most effective ways of personal 
evangelism, very useful contributions can well be made to the science of missions, 
Indeed, such courses should really be part of the training for the Christian 
ministry in both the older and the younger churches, 


The Commission finds itself in agreement with one of its members who urges 
that in every great arca of religious life, there be established a center of 
Christian thought where Christians who understand that religion and Christians 
from other countrics"can sit down together under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
in the light which shincs from tho Bible, and be gloriously free to adopt or reject 
interpretations and practices that have gown up in other cultures," 

"Let there be connected with the center the finest persons that can be found, It 
would be a happy circumstance if one (Indian) and one foreigner were moving spirits 
in this enterprise, supported by half a dozen others with a varied background and 
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outlook, including one ob more gifted women, Since so much depends upon these 

people, they should so far as humanly possible embody the following characticristics: 

ae Deep and humble personal commitment to Christ, a passionate desire to know Him 
bettcr, to follow Him more truly and to make Him know more adcquatcly, 

b, An understanding and appreciation of (Indian) lifo and thought, not mercly 
intellectual but instinctive, 

e. Minds of native ability disciplined to hard, purposeful, sustained ecrcative 
thinking, 

d. Spirits that arc open-minded and magnanimous, given to secking a higher synthesis 
stressing agrcomcnt rather than disagreoment, 


"Lot these mon be deeply in sympathy with the organized church, members of 
it and participants in its work; but let them not be hamporcd or constrained by any 
organization, doctrine or polity, Lect them be specialists in Biblical study, . 
church history, theology and philosophy, using their peculiar gifts to interpret 
Christianity in (India) to (India), Let thom be free from financial cares, 
committee meetings, administrative responsibility and heavy programs of ledtures 
and speaking cngagemcents =~ to pray, to think, to study, to confer and to write; 
but lot them have a definite task to accomplish and a program of study, rcscarch 
and writing, and let thom at times go out into the main strcam of life to load 
discussions and give lectures in various soctions of (india) to test thoir thought 
in daily contact with ordinary men and women, Let thom do research in their 
respective ficlds, dircctcd to the Bible and the history of the Christian movement 
on the one hand and to (Indian)life and thought on the other hand, This work 
should cventuate gradually in a body of litorature that would be influcntial in tho 
development of Christian thought in (India), Beyond that I hope that people from 
all over (India) would come for longer or shorter periods to study undor thc 
guidance of these specialists and to do research on a wide range of subjccts in many 
localitics, their. findings to add to tho accumlating body of information in tho 
library, To this place scholars from all over the world would come to mako thoir 
contribution and to conduct their own studics which would relcase new light from 
the Now Tostament and bring now undorstanding to westorn Christians," 


Even before such centers could be ostablished, the prolilem of discovering 
and developing more effective principles and mothods of making the Good Message 
more convincingly understandable to all the peoples of the carth should be the 
primary concern of the Research Committce of the Forcign Missions Conference and 
of the training institutions rclated to it, It is belicvcable that theo good scecd 
of the Kingdom will more froequontly bring forth thirty-fold and sixty-fold and a 
hundred-fold if the hard-trodden wayside can be plowed into receptive softness, 
the thorns and briars of misundorstanding removed, and poor soil made rich by the 
intclligont use of the resources God has placcd in His world, 


VI 


The members of the Commission are deeply conscious of how far thoir own work 
falls short of the thoroughness suggested in tho preceding section, Thoy present 
this report in its final form to thc Confcreonee and othors interested in the praycr- 
ful hope that from it may issue some sparks of insight and inspiration that will 
lead others to more cffective study and practice, so that God's mossage may reach 
all His children cverywhere in all its fullness and power, and the carth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord as tho waters cover tho SCO, 
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